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acter of Beatrice, / shall lament the deference which would
be shown by the sacrifice of any portion of it to feelings and
ideas which are but for a day. I wish Mr. Godwin would
write to her on that subject; he might advert to the letter
(for it is only the last one) which I have suppressed, or not,
as he thought proper.

I have written to Mr. Smith to solicit the loan of ^400,
which, if I can obtain in that manner, is very much at Mr.
Godwin's service.    The views which I now entertain of my
affairs forbid me to enter into any further reversionary trans-
actions; nor do I think Mr. Godwin would be a gainer by
the contrary determination; as it would be next to impossible to
effectuate any such bargain at this distance, nor could I burthen
my income, which is only sufficient to meet its various claims,
and the system of life in which it seems necessary I should live.
We hear you hear Jane's (Clare's) news from Mrs. Mason.
Since the late melancholy event she has become far more
tranquil; nor should I have anything to desire with regard to
her, did not the uncertainty of my own life and prospects
render it prudent for her to attempt to establish some sort of
independence as a security against an event which would
deprive her of that which she at present enjoys.    She is well
in health, and usually resides at Florence, where she has
formed a little society for herself among the Italians, with
whom she is a great favourite.    She was here for a week or
two; and although she has at present returned to Florence,
we expect her on a visit to us for the summer months.    In
the winter, unless some of her various plans succeed, for she
may be called lafillc aux mille projets, she will return to Flor-
ence.    Mr. Godwin may depend upon receiving immediate
notice of the result of my application to Mr. Smith.   I hope
soon to have an account of your situation and prospects, and
remain, dear Madam, yours very sincerely,

P. B. SHELLEY,
Mrs. Godwin.

We will speak another time, of what is deeply interesting
both to Mary and to myself, of my dear William.